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Abstract

A rapid assessment survey of coral reef fishes of suggested protected area located in the
western coast of Yemen between midi (16° 19°N, 42° 49°E) and Al Luhyyah

(16° 19°N, 42° 49°E) was executed by environment protection authority (EPA) and the
environment program (demonstration projects) (EPDP).



During the second half of January 2004 the coral reef fishes study was conducted within
the framework of environment program (demonstration projects) (EPDP).

The project was funded by (PERSGA).

Two surveyors participated in this survey, the study covered ten islands.

The total species recorded in this survey was 66 species 13 species of which not recorded
befor during the Yemen project survey 1995-1998.

The most commonly observed species at most sites were schools of (Caesionidae),
particularly Caesio striatus, Snappers (Lutjanidae), particularly Lutjanus ehrenbergy
(Acanthuridae) particularly, Acanthurus gahhm, A. sohal, ctenochaetus striatus,
(Pomacentridae) particularly, Abudefduf sexfasciatus, Chromis viridis, Pomacentrus
sulfureus, other less common but obvious species included (Haemulidae) Plectorhincus
gaterinus, (Scaridae), Scarus ferrugineus, (Seranidae), Epinephelus summan, A.
malabaricus, (Labridae), Halichoeres scapularis, Hemigymnus fasciatus, Thalassoma
lunare. And also population (numbers) of targeted fish species (Chaetodontidae),
Chaetodon semilarvatus, Chaetodon larvatus, (Pomacanthidae), Pomacanthus asfur, P.
maculosus, (Acanthuridae), Particularly Zebrasoma xanthurum, Z. veliferum, declined
and probably this happend as a result of collection for the aquarium trade, the collection of
aquarium fish in Yemen started in 1995.There are three companies operating on aquarium
reef fishes at the Red sea coast of Yemen two of them stoped activities during the second
half of 2003. The ministry of fish wealth is the responsible for issuing licenses for this
activity but there are no regulation on gear used, location or species for the collection of
marine aquarium fishes in the country. As I understand these companies pay a relatively
small amount for annual licenses (U$ 5000) with no control to the amount or variety of fish
they are catching so there are several species mising such as (Chaetodontidae),
particularly Chaetodon Paucifasciatus,(Lutjanidae), particularly Lutjanus kazmera. More
than 50 different fish species are exported from the Red Sea coast of Yemen.

There is an urgent need to continu surveys of the other islands to complete this work and
also work with regional authorities towards making some of the islands protected areas
especially the sensitive areas around the aslands for the conservation of high biodiversity
areas.
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(Caesionidae), particularly Caesio striatus.
(Lutjanidae), particularly Lutjanus ehrenbergy.
(Acanthuridae), Acanthurus gahhm, A. sohal, Ctenochaetus striatus.
(Pomacentridse), Abudefduf sexfasciatus, Chromis viridis, Pomacentrus sulfureus.
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(Haemulidae) Plectorhincus gaterinus.
(Labridae), Halichoeres scapularis, Hemigymnus fasciatus, Thalassoma lunare.
(Scaridae), Scarus ferrugineus.
(Seranidae), Epinephelus summan, A. malabaricus,
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(Chaetodontidae), particularly Chaetodon Paucifasciatus.
(Lutjanidae), particularly Lutjanus kazmera.
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Genus Species
Pomacanthus maculosus POM MACU
Chaetodon semilarvatus CHA SEMI
Gonochaetodon larvatus GON LARC
Lutjanus kazmera LUT KAZM
Chromis Viridis CHR VIRI
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Species

Family
Genus

ADAHRA
AL-BADI

AL-BAIDA
AL-BARI

TUKALAH

BAWARID
DOHRAB

HUMAR

RAFA

TIQFASH

Acanthuridae

Zebrasoma

| Veliferum

Blennidae

Escenius

‘ Gravieri

Gobiidae

Crryptocentrus

‘ Caeruleopunctatus

Species £ 55 S alg Genus ) _S3

Valenciennea

‘ Puellaris

Hemiramphidae

Hemiramphus

‘ far

Holocentridae

Sargocentron

‘ diadema

Labridae

Cheilinus

| abudjubbe

Halichoeres

‘ ornatissimus

Lutjanidae

Lutjanus

‘ Argentimaculatus

Pomacentridae

Neopomacentrus

xanthurus

Scaridae

Chlorurus

‘ sordidus

Hipposcarus

‘ longiceps
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(1) Joa=l
Family Species Common name Family Species Common name
Acanthuridae Surgeonfish Mullidae Goatfish
Acanthurus gahhm Parupeneus forsskali
Acanthurus sohal Nemipteridae Breams
Ctenochaetus striatus Scolopsis ghanam
Zebrasoma veliferum Pomacanthidae Angelfish
Zebrasoma Xanthurum Pomacanthus asfur
Caesioniidae Fusiliers Pomacathus maculosus
Caesio lunaris Pomacentridae Damselfish
Caesio striatus Abudefduf sexfasciatus
Carangidae Trevally Abudefduf viagiensis
Carangoides bajad Chromis viridis
Chaetodontidae Butterflyfish Dascyllus marginatus
Chaetodon larvatus Neopomacentrus xanthurus
Chaetodon semilarvatus Paraglyphidodon melas
Heniochus intermedius Scaridae Parrotfish
Haemulidae Sweetlips Chlorurus sordidus
Plectorhinchus gaterinus Scarus ferrugineus
Labridae Wrasses Scarus ghobban
Cheilinus abudjubbe Serranidae Gropers
Gomphosus Caeruleus Epinephelus Areolatus
Halichoeres hortulanus Epinephelus malabaricus
Halichoeres scapularis Sparidae Sea Breams
Halichoeres ornatissimus Acanthopagrus bifasciatus
Hemigymnus fasciatus Siganidae Rabbitfish
Hemigymnus melapterus Siganus Sp.
Larabicus quadrilineatus
Thalassoma lunare
Lutjanidae Snappers
Lutjanus argentimaculatus
Lutjanus ehrenbergi
Lutjanus fulviflamma
Bawarid Island >l 605> T:E
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Family Species Common Family Species Common
name name
Acanthuridae Surgeonfish | Mullidae Goatfish
Acanthurus gahhm Parupeneus forsskali
Acanthurus sohal Nemipteridae Breams
Ctenochaetus striatus Scolopsis ghanam
Zebrasoma Xanthurum Pomacanthidae Angelfish
Caesioniidae Fusiliers Pomacanthus asfur
Caesio lunaris Pomacathus maculosus
Caesio striatus Pomacentridae Damselfish
Carangidae Trevally Abudefduf sexfasciatus
Carangoides bajad Abudefduf viagiensis
Chaetodontidae Butterflyfish | Chromis viridis
Chaetodon larvatus Neopomacentrus xanthurus
Chaetodon semilarvatus Chrysiptera unimaculata
Heniochus intermedius Scaridae Parrotfish
Dasyatidae Rays Scarus ferrugineus
Taeniura lumma Serranidae Gropers
Haemulidae Sweetlips Epinephelus Areolatus
Plectorhinchus gaterinus Epinephelus malabaricus
Digramma pictum Epinephelus summana
Plectorhinchus scotaf Sparidae Sea Breams
Holocentridae Squirrelfish | Acanthopagrus bifasciatus
Sargocentron diadema
Labridae Wrasses
Cheilinus abudjubbe
Halichoeres hortulanus
Halichoeres scapularis
Hemigymnus fasciatus
Thalassoma lunare
Lutjanidae Snappers
Lutjanus ehrenbergi
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Family Species Common Family Species Common
name name

Acanthuridae Surgeonfish | Nemipteridae Breams
Acanthurus gahhm Scolopsis ghanam
Caesioniidae Fusiliers Pomacentridae Damselfish
Caesio striatus Abudefduf sexfasciatus
Dasyatidae Rays Scaridae Parrotfish
Taeniura lumma Scarus ferrugineus
Gobiidae Gobies Scarus ghobban
Cryptocentrus Caeruleopunctatus Sparidae ls;::ams
Haemulidae Sweetlips Acanthopagrus bifasciatus
Plectorhinchus gaterinus Siganidae Rabbitfish
Hemiramphidae Halfbeaks Siganus Sp.
Hemiramphus far Sphyraenidae Barracudas
Labridae Wrasses Sphyraena barracuda
Halichoeres scapularis Teraponidae Terapons
Larabicus quadrilineatus Terapon jarbua
Thalassoma lunare
Lutjanidae Snappers

Lutjanus ehrenbergi

Adahra Island
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Family Species Common Family Species Common

name name
Acanthuridae Surgeonfish | Dasyatidae Rays
Acanthurus gahhm Taeniura lumma
Carangidae Trevally Gobiidae Gobies
Carangoides sp. Cryptocentrus Caeruleopunctatus
Chaetodontidae Butterflyfish | Labridae Wrasses
Chaetodon semilarvatus Halichoeres scapularis

Zurbat Island

Location (15° 55" N 42°36" E)
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Family Species Common Family Species Common
name name

Acanthuridae Surgeonfish | Lutjanidae Snappers
Acanthurus gahhm Lutianus ehrenbergi
Zebrasoma Xanthurum Nemipteridae Breams
Caesioniidae Fusiliers Scolopsis ghanam
Caesio striatus Pomacanthidae Angelfish
Carangidae Trevally Pomacanthus asfur
Carangoides bajad Pomacathus maculosus
Chaetodontidae Butterflyfish | Serranidae Gropers
Chaetodon larvatus Epinephelus Areolatus
Haemulidae Sweetlips Sparidae Sea Breams
Plectorhinchus gaterinus Acanthopagrus bifasciatus
Labridae Wrasses Siganidae Rabbitfish
Halichoeres scapularis Siganus Sp.
Lethrinidae Emperors
Lethrinus sp.
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(1) Joa=ll
Family Species Common Family Species Common
name name

Acanthuridae Surgeonfish Lutjanidae Snappers
Acanthurus gahhm Lutjanus argentimaculatus
Acanthurus sohal Lutjanus ehrenbergi
Ctenochaetus striatus Mullidae Goatfish
Zebrasoma veliferum Parupeneus forsskali
Zebrasoma Xanthurum Nemipteridae Breams
Caesioniidae Fusiliers Scolopsis ghanam
Caesio lunaris Ostraciidae Boxfish
Caesio striatus Ostracion cyanuruas
Carangidae Trevally Pomacanthidae Angelfish
Carangoides bajad Pomacanthus asfur
Caranx sexfasciatus Pomacathus maculosus
Chaetodontidae Butterflyfish | Pomacentridae Damselfish
Chaetodon larvatus Abudefduf sexfasciatus
Chaetodon semilarvatus Abudefduf viagiensis
Heniochus intermedius Chromis viridis
Haemulidae Sweetlips Dascyllus marginatus
Plectorhinchus gaterinus Neopomacentrus xanthurus
Labridae Wrasses Paraglyphidodon melas
Cheilinus abudjubbe Scaridae Parrotfish
Halichoeres hortulanus Chlorurus sordidus
Halichoeres ornatissimus Hipposcarus longiceps
Hemigymnus fasciatus Scarus ferrugineus
Larabicus quadrilineatus Serranidae Gropers

Thalassoma klunzingeri

Epinephelus malabaricus

Thalassoma lunare

Epinephelus summana




Rafa Island
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(V) Joa=ll
Family Species Common Family Species Common
name name
Acanthuridae Surgeonfish Muraenidae Morays
Acanthurus gahhm Gymnothorax sp.
Acanthurus sohal Nemipteridae Breams
Ctenochaetus striatus Scolopsis ghanam
Blennidae Blennies Ostraciidae Boxfish
Meiacanthus nigrolineatus Ostracion cyanuruas
Chaetodontidae Butterflyfish | Pomacanthidae Angelfish
Chaetodon larvatus Pomacanthus asfur
Chaetodon semilarvatus Pomacathus maculosus
Ephippidae Spadefish Pomacentridae Damselfish
Chaetodon larvatus Abudefduf sexfasciatus
Haemulidae Sweetlips Abudefduf viagiensis
Plectorhinchus gaterinus Chromis viridis
Holocentridae Squirrelfish Dascyllus marginatus
Sargocentron diadema Neopomacentrus xanthurus
Labridae Wrasses Paraglyphidodon melas
Halichoeres scapularis Scaridae Parrotfish
Hemigymnus fasciatus Hipposcarus longiceps
Larabicus quadrilineatus Scarus ferrugineus
Thalassoma lunare Serranidae Gropers
Lutjanidae Snappers Epinephelus summana
Lutjanus ehrenbergi Siganidae Rabbitfish
Mullidae Goatfish Siganus Sp.

Parupeneus forsskali




Twokala Island

Location (16° 14° N ,42°26'E)
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Family Species Common Family Species Common

name name
Acanthuridae Surgeonfish | Lutjanidae Snappers
Acanthurus gahhm Lutjanus ehrenbergi
Zebrasoma veliferum Mullidae Goatfish
Zebrasoma Xanthurum Parupeneus forsskali
Apogonidae Cardinalfish | Nemipteridae Breams
Cheilodipterus quinquelineatus Scolopsis ghanam
Caesioniidae Fusiliers Ostraciidae Boxfish
Caesio striatus Ostracion cyanuruas
Carangidae Trevally Pomacanthidae Angelfish
Carangoides bajad Pomacanthus asfur
Caranx sexfasciatus Pomacathus maculosus
Chaetodontidae Butterflyfish | Pomacentridae Damselfish
Chaetodon larvatus Abudefduf sexfasciatus
Chaetodon semilarvatus Amplyglyphidodon leucogaster
Heniochus intermedius Chromis viridis
Dasyatidae Rays Neopomacentrus xanthurus
Taeniura lumma Paraglyphidodon melas
Gobiidae Gobies Chrysiptera unimaculata
Cryptocentrus Caeruleopunctatus Pseudochromidae Rock basslets
Ambyleleotris steinitzi Pseudochromis flavivertex
Haemulidae Sweetlips Scaridae Parrotfish
Plectorhinchus gaterinus Scarus ferrugineus
Holocentridae Squirrelfish | Serranidae Gropers
Sargocentron diadema Epinephelus summana
Labridae Wrasses Sparidae Sea Breams
Cheilinus abudjubbe Acanthopagrus bifasciatus

Halichoeres scapularis

Halichoeres ornatissimus

Hemigymnus fasciatus

Larabicus quadrilineatus

Thalassoma lunare




Al-Baida Island

Location (16° 13° N ,42°27'E)
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Family Species Common Family Species Common
name name
Acanthuridae Surgeonfish | Lutjanidae Snappers
Acanthurus gahhm Lutjanus ehrenbergi
Zebrasoma veliferum Nemipteridae Breams
Zebrasoma Xanthurum Scolopsis ghanam
Caesioniidae Fusiliers Pomacanthidae Angelfish
Caesio striatus Pomacanthus asfur
Carangidae Trevally Pomacathus maculosus
Carangoides bajad Pomacentridae Damselfish
Carangoides sp. Abudefduf sexfasciatus
Chaetodontidae Butterflyfish | Amplyglyphidodon leucogaster
Chaetodon larvatus Chromis viridis
Chaetodon semilarvatus Neopomacentrus xanthurus
Heniochus intermedius Scaridae Parrotfish
Dasyatidae Rays Scarus ferrugineus
Taeniura lumma Serranidae Gropers
Haemulidae Sweetlips Epinephelus summana
Plectorhinchus gaterinus Sparidae Sea Breams
Labridae Wrasses Acanthopagrus bifasciatus
Cheilinus abudjubbe
Halichoeres scapularis
Hemigymnus fasciatus
Larabicus quadrilineatus
Thalassoma lunare
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Acanthuridae Surgeonfish Larabicus quadrilineatus
Acanthurus gahhm Thalassoma lunare
Acanthurus sohal Lutjanidae Snappers
Ctenochaetus striatus Lutjanus ehrenbergi
Zebrasoma veliferum Nemipteridae Breams
Caesioniidae Fusiliers Scolopsis ghanam
Caesio lunaris Pomacanthidae Angelfish
Caesio striatus Pomacanthus asfur
Pterocaesio chrysozona Pomacathus maculosus
Carangidae Trevally Pomacentridae Damselfish
Carangoides bajad Abudefduf sexfasciatus
Carangoides Sp. Abudefduf viagiensis
Chaetodontidae Butterflyfish Chromis viridis
Chaetodon larvatus Chrysiptera unimaculata
Chaetodon semilarvatus Pomacentrus sulfureus
Haemulidae Sweetlips Scaridae Parrotfish
Plectorhinchus gaterinus Scarus ferrugineus
Labridae Wrasses Serranidae Gropers
Cheilinus abudjubbe Epinephelus malabaricus
Halichoeres hortulanus Epinephelus summana
Halichoeres scapularis
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