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Abstract

The present study proposes an analysis of the phenomenon of school
violence in the United Arab Emirates, through a field-work study of a
sample of secondary school students, notably, 3" |evel students. This
level has been selected on the grounds that this is the stage of physical
and psychological changes in both male and female students, beside their
tendency to assert their individual independence.

This study departs from and elaborates the following set of themes:

The 1% theme: The concept of school violence, from the perspective of
which violence in the school is defined.

The 2" theme investigates and distinguishes between various types of
school violence, such as: the violence inflicted by school administration
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upon students and vice-versa, violence in interpersonal student
relationships, in addition to the various types of violence use at school
(physical violence, verbal abuse, vandalism, etc...).

The 3™ theme investigates and establishes the causes of school violence
with reference to people who use violence and with reference to the
presence of violence in the school community.

The 4™ theme addresses the means whereby school violence can be
eradicated. It also elaborates this theme as a vantage point from which
the role of schools and the institutions of civil society can be determined
with the aim to eradicate school violence and create a healthy
educational, psychological, and social environment that protects children
from the phenomenon of school violence.

In an attempt to understand the phenomenon of school violence, a
questionnaire has been devised and used to study a sample of secondary
school children, with the view to have a better grasp of the cause, stypes,
and extent of this phenomenon. The sample used in this field work study
represents 25% of the total number of the school community. This was
selected at random and amounts to 200 sampled children of secondary
school level at the UAE, evenly divided into 100 male and 100 female
sample pupil. The collected data were then subjected to minute study and
statistical analysis, using the SPSS Statistics programme.

This field-work study has reached a number of conclusions and proposes
a set of important recommendations, part of which set out to clarify the
main types of school violence, such as the physical violence inflicted
upon school children by some authorities, teachers, and school children.
Among the causes leading to the use of violence in the school, the
sarcastic attitudes of some teachers and fellow students, self-defense, the
verbal abuse of students. The types of violence experienced at school
include the presence of sharp weapons (such as knives and blades),
threatening fellow students and teachers with physical violence, inciting
turmoil, insulting teachers, and inscribing graffiti on school walls. The
present study also traces the influence of TV violence on school children,
suggesting that acts of violence are committed by school children during
leisure time, and that sampled school children receive advice from their
parents following their infliction of violence on others.

This study involves the following main concepts: Violence, Schools, and
School Violence.
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